
There is a Land of the Living
for two vocal soloists (any voice part), choir (at least ten voices), cello and percussion (tubular bells)
by Marjon Ittner and Gordon H. Williams, Text by Thornton Wilder

Part I. approx. 1’ 15”
vocal soloists stand at opposite sides of the stage, the choir is split in two sections- one behind each of the soloists. choir gestures 
urging the soloists on, as they walk stoically towards each other

A bell pitched in D is rung three times. The first soloist sings through the text below (each line lasts 
approx. 4 seconds). Each line is echoed by the second soloist, slightly overlapping with the first soloist.  A 
brief pause is given between each stanza. The structure of the melody is given below. The choir 
accompanies on a soft hum: a D on the second stanza and a D and an A on the third. The choir is silent 
on the first stanza.  The cello accompanies softly on the D in the 2nd and D and A in the 3rd.

There is a Land of the Living
D        E F G      A            Bb

1. There 
    There
    There is

2. There is a 
    There
    There is

3. There is a land
    There is a land of the Living
    There is 

Part II. approx. 30”
two vocal soloists meet at the midway point, choir forms a semi-circle around soloists- opening towards the audience. the first soloist 
steps forward to speak/sing and the second soloist steps back to join the semi-circle

The first soloist speaks/sings (sprechstimme) the text below. A gasp from a choir soloist interrupts several 
times. Give a brief silence after the soloist completes the text. Two bells pitched in D and A rung together 
conclude this section.

And there is a land of the Dead

Part III. approx. 30”
the second soloist steps forward to conduct the choir with their back to the audience and the first soloists steps back 

The choir sings the text above starting with A and adding notes sequentially. A bell pitched in Bb is rung 
on every other downbeat. A slight crescendo on each repeat. The cello plays the melody line to support 
the choir. On the final repeat “and the” is not sung. The next section begins attacca, in time.

Part IV. approx. 45”
both soloists and choirs proceed towards the audience, stopping at a predetermined point. they begin this section with their eyes 
downcast and gradually look up during this section

The group steps softly on a steady beat. They speak the text in rhythm, gradually increasing the volume 
of their speaking from a whisper to full voice. The group continues to repeat the text until all members 
have reached their predetermined spots.


